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elusion is that pituitrin has absolutely no place in normal obstetrics, 
and in selected cases only, under accurate observation and skilful care, 
is its use permissible. The reviewer has recently seen a case where 
separation of the placenta followed the administration of pituitrin; 
also a case of contracted pelvis where pituitrin was given repeatedly, 
and forceps used unsuccessfully, and a case of uterine rupture following 
the use of pituitrin. Tliis substance is probably the most dangerous 
drug at present in the hands of the general profession. 

Spontaneous Rupture of the Uterus.— Telfair (^lm. Jour. Obst., 
September, 1916) reports the case of a patient admitted to hospital in 
shock, with breech presentation in which the fetus could not be safely 
delivered by traction. On opening the abdomen a transverse rupture 
across the vaginal vault was found opening up the broad ligament on 
the left side and extending up upon the uterus. Craniotomy and extrac¬ 
tion were immediately performed followed by hysterectomy. The 
patient did not survive the operation. In discussion a case was described 
in which after a perfectly normal and rapid labor a patient had died from 
profuse hemorrhage behind the peritoneum arising from a tear in the 
left broad ligament which had opened the uterine artery. It ’also 
developed in discussion that a spontaneous rupture of the uterus can 
occur as low as the broad ligaments without interference during labor. 


Pregnancy following Extensive Operations upon the Pelvic Orgahs.— 
Vineberg reports a case where a gangrenous appendix was removed, 
also one tube and ovary, and adhesions around the other tube freed, 
and the opening of the closed tube resulted, the ovary remaining. 
Although the operation was a difficult and extensive one, the patient 
made a good recovery and subsequently became pregnant. Speaking 
from clinical experience there seems to be no condition in the abdomen 
so complicated by adhesions that pregnancy may not occur if ovarian 
tissue be left and one tube which is in any degree patent. 


The Transmission of Hereditary Syphilis. — Gaucher (Bull, de 
VAcad. dc med., September 26, 1916) reports the case of an apparently 
healthy young couple free from acquired venereal disease who had 
three children presenting the manifestations of inherited syphilis of a 
severe type. One child is an idiot. Gaucher had been the physician 
of the grandfather, and remembered that although this man had never 
acquired venereal disease, that he had hereditary syphilis. He died in 
early manhood from syphilitic paraplegia. This interesting case illus- 
trates.the potency of hereditary syphilis even to the fourth generation. 


Puerperal Eclampsia. — Scheult (Jour. Obst. and Gyncc. Brit. 
Emp., June-August, 1915) gives the results of his operations on 122 
cases of puerperal eclampsia in the hospital at Trinidad. His obser¬ 
vations show that in the majority of cases nephritis was present in 
varying degree. The greater number of these cases were primiparie 
and the influence of twin pregnancy is recognized in causing eclampsia. 
The disease seemed less frequent when the weather was driest and the 
coming of the rainy season was followed by an increase in the number 
of cases. The maternal mortality was 22.9 per cent, and the fetal mor- 
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tality was 34 per cent. Three cases after recovery had marked mental 
disturbance and had to be treated in asylums. Four patients recovered 
from eclampsia without coming into labor, three of whom went to full 
term and one was delivered prematurely. In one case a full term, well- 
developed child developed eclampsia convulsions seventeen hours after 
birth, which proved fatal. 
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The Pathology of Otosclerosis.—By J. S. Fraser and R. Muir 
(Jour. Laryngol., Rhinol., and Otol ., vol. xxxi, No. 11).—This com¬ 
munication, a part of the report for the year 1915 from the ear and 
throat departments of the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, is a valuable 
contribution to the record of the pathological facts and an inferential 
study of the etiology of the several forms of tissue change in the 
middle ear or labyrinth, which have been grossly included under the 
title name of this communication, and includes various references to the 
literature of the subject and suggested explanations of the concomitant 
symptoms, the paper moreover being richly illustrated by plates of 
microscopic sections. The theories as to the pathology of otosclerosis 
fall under four headings: That it may be congenital; that it may follow 
inflammatory changes in the middle ear; that it may be due to infection 
through the blood; and that it may be caused by abnormal conditions 
in the nerve supply of the 'parts affected. (1) According tp the first 
theory, otosclerosis is a congenital anomaly of the process of growth in 
the petrous portion of the temporal bone, due to the presence of certain 
determinants in the patient’s blood. This anomaly only becomes 
manifest after puberty. (2) Otosclerosis is regarded by some as a 
chronic inflammatory process spreading from the mucoperiosteum of the 
middle ear and following attacks of catarrhal or suppurative otitis media. 
The inflammatory condition is supposed to linger about the niche of the 
oval window and to invade the bone from the deep layer of the mucosa. 
Such an invasion may be favored by the anastomosis which occurs at this 
spot between the tympanic vessels and those of the bony labyrinth 
capsule. Further, as has been pointed out, the joints in the middle ear 
are the only articulations in the body covered by mucous membrane, 
and therefore liable to infection from the surface. (3) A third group of 
otologists look on otosclerosis as a primary disease of the bone, the infec¬ 
tion coming by the way of the blood-stream, as in osteomalacia, rheuma¬ 
tism, etc. Ferreri regards otosclerosis as closely , allied to osteomalacia, 
and finds that almost all patients suffering from the latter disease are 
also the subjects of otosclerosis. A variant of this view is held by A. A. 
Gray, who has put forward the theory that otosclerosis is an aseptic 



